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Introduction 
The OCR Level 5 Certificate in Teaching Learners with Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) has been developed 
to recognise candidates’ skills, knowledge and understanding of the Special Educational Needs sector and their 
ability to deliver effective teaching sessions to learners with specific learning difficulties (dyslexia) affecting 
literacy and numeracy. 

The OCR Level 7 Certificate and Diploma for Assessing and Teaching Learners with Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) 
have been developed to recognise candidates’ skills, knowledge and understanding as Specialist Teachers and their 
ability to carry out diagnostic assessments, write reports and deliver effective teaching sessions to learners with dyslexia 
and other learning difficulties affecting literacy and numeracy. 

The qualifications aim to develop candidates’ skills and knowledge and to recognise their achievements in a practical 
way that is relevant to the work context. It is anticipated that much of the practical evidence required to meet the 
assessment requirements of the qualifications will be naturally occurring. 

These qualifications have been accepted by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) for inclusion in the National 
Qualifications Framework (NQF). 

Who are the qualifications for? 
The Level 5 Certificate is designed primarily to provide a route for continued professional development for 
teachers working with learners with specific learning difficulties in literacy and numeracy acquisition. These difficulties 
may also affect communication and interaction. 

The qualification would be appropriate for teachers and other professionals working within one phase of educational 
provision - primary, secondary or adult (post-16), who support learners experiencing significant difficulties with the 
acquisition and development of literacy and (basic) numeracy skills. 

The target group for Level 5 is likely to include: 

 classroom teachers and learning support staff in   
 schools 

 learning support tutors and trainers in FE and/or basic 
skills 

 training qualified teachers who work as independent 
practitioners 

 learning support tutors in HE institutions 

 Speech and Language Therapists and other 
health professionals working in an     

  educational setting 
 
 Speech and Language Therapists and other 

health professionals working in an 
educational setting 

 
 Chartered/graduate psychologists 
 



 
The target group for Level 7 is likely to include: 

 The Level 7 qualifications are designed primarily to 
provide a route for continued professional development for 
teachers/trainers with responsibility for learners with 
specific learning difficulties in literacy and numeracy 
acquisition. These difficulties may also affect 
communication and interaction. This qualification would be 
appropriate for teachers/trainers with responsibility for 
SpLD across a whole age phase/centre and who are 
involved in advising and supporting classroom teachers. 

 A Level 5 Specialist.  
 Specialist and Advisory teachers 
 SENCOs/Learning Support tutors and managers 
 Speech and Language therapists and other professionals 

working in an educational setting. 
 The target group for the Certificate is likely to be SEN 

teachers/tutors with responsibility for SpLD across one 
age range/phase of education (Primary, Secondary, 
FE/HE) who are responsible for screening and assessment 
of learners showing signs and symptoms of SpLD. Such 
teachers/tutors are likely to be involved in advising and 
supporting classroom/subject teachers and managing 
learning support assistants. 

 The target group for the Diploma is likely to be specialist 
teachers needing in-depth knowledge of theory and 
practice relating to SpLDs in more than one context (age 
range/type of SpLD, curriculum subject), with advisory, 
training or managerial roles and responsibilities. 

What is the structure of these 
qualifications? 
OCR Level 5 Certificate for Teaching Learners with Specific 
Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) 

To achieve this qualification, candidates must achieve all four 
units: 

Unit 1: Special educational needs policy and 
context 

Element 1.1: Demonstrate knowledge of national and 
regional legislation and practice 

Element 1.2: Understand the role of specialist educators 
within a multi-professional team 

Unit 2: Assessing learners with dyslexia 

Element 2.1: Identify learners with Specific Learning 
Difficulties affecting the development of 
literacy and numeracy skills 

Element 2.2: Plan and manage assessment sessions 
Element 2.3: Interpret data and plan teaching programmes 

to support the development of literacy and 
numeracy skills 

Unit 3: Teaching learners with dyslexia 

Element 3.1: Plan lessons and prepare resources 
Element 3.2: Deliver lessons and learning support 

Unit 4: Teaching methods and reflective practice 

Element 4.1: Plan lessons and prepare resources 
Element 4.2: Deliver lessons and learning support 
Element 4.3: Review learners’ progress and evaluate 

effectiveness of teaching

 

OCR Level 7 Certificate for Assessing and Teaching Learners 
with Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) 

To achieve this qualification, candidates must achieve all five 
units: 

Unit 1: Psychometric and educational assessment 

methods 
Element 1.1: Understand principles of psychometric and 

educational assessment 
Element 1.2: Develop awareness of published assessment 

resources 

Unit 2: Diagnostic assessment of learners 

Element 2.1: Plan assessment session 
Element 2.2: Conduct diagnostic assessment session 
Element 2.3: Interpret test results and other information 

Unit 3: Communication and liaison with others 

Element 3.1: Write professional, valid, accessible diagnostic 
assessment reports 

Element 3.2: Plan a teaching programme to be delivered by 
others 

Element 3.3: Communicate effectively in an organisational 
context 

Unit 4: Reporting special educational and 
assessment needs 

Element 4.1: Investigate and demonstrate knowledge of 
relevant regulations and guidance 

Element 4.2: Identify methods and materials to screen, 
select and assess the needs of learners 

Element 4.3: Write and process reports 

Unit 5: Teaching learners with dyslexia  and 
reflective practice 

Element 5.1: Plan lessons and prepare resources 
Element 5.2: Deliver lessons and learning support 
Element 5.3: Review learners’ progress and evaluate 

effectiveness of teaching 

OCR Level 7 Diploma for Assessing and Teaching 
Learners with Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) 

To achieve this qualification, candidates must achieve all seven 
units: 

Certificate Units 1-5 as above, plus 

Unit 6: Key theoretical concepts for teaching 
learners with dyslexia 

Element 6.1: Understand key theoretical concepts relating to 
Specific Learning Difficulties 

Element 6.2: Apply theoretical knowledge to own practice 

Unit 7: Assessing and teaching in the context of 
specific learning difficulties 

Element 7.1: Identify and assess learners 
Element 7.2: Deliver a programme of teaching 
Element 7.3: Evaluate teaching 



How are these qualifications 
assessed? 

Each of these qualifications contains a combination of 
externally and locally assessed units. 

Qualification specifications can be downloaded from the OCR 
website at www.ocr.org.uk 

Who is involved in the delivery of 
these qualifications? 
To be approved as an assessment centre to offer these 
qualifications, organisations must be able to meet the criteria 
set out in the OCR publication ‘National Vocational 
Qualifications and Other Verified Qualifications – Centre 
Guidance’ (reference code L526) and provide access to 
appropriate teaching practice for its candidates. 

The approved centre will be required to provide appropriate 
staff to deliver, assess and internally verify the qualification. 

The assessor will judge the evidence of a candidate’s 
performance, knowledge and understanding against the 
assessment objectives within each unit in order to decide 
whether the candidate has met the requirements. The assessor 
will have suitable and reliable experience in the area in which 
they are assessing. The criteria for appointing assessors are 
contained within the qualification specification. An assessor 
may be a candidate’s line manager, a college tutor, or someone 
specially appointed to this role. A team of assessors may also 
carry out assessments. 

Each assessor’s work must be checked and confirmed by an 
internal verifier who is also a member of the staff of the 
assessment centre. The criteria for appointing internal verifiers 
are also included in the qualification specification. The internal 
verifier checks and standardises assessment decisions made by 
the assessors in the centre. 

Where do Key Skill units fit in? 

These qualifications have been signposted to Key Skills 2000 
specifications. This signposting can be found in the relevant 
tutor’s handbook or on the ITCR website 
www.itcrcollege.co.uk. 

For more information on offering the Key Skills units contact 
the ICTR Information Bureau on (00 44 (0) 207 3586976).

What to do next? 
 Phone ITCR College in London 
0044 (0) 207 3586976 

 Return your application form by 
email application@itcrcollege.co.uk 
with your credentials (CV, copy of 
qualifications, copy of passport 
etc….)  

 OCR Level 3 Certificate for Teaching Assistant.  

 OCR Level 5 Certificate for Teaching Learners with Specific 
Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) – L295 

 OCR Level 7 Certificate for Assessing and Teaching Learners 
with Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) – L296 

 OCR Level 7 Diploma for Assessing and Teaching Learners 
with Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) – L296 

This is an accredited course and your 
Qualifications will be given by OCR 
who have been in existence for more 
than 150 years.  

 

www.itcrcollege.co.uk 
ITCR College, 
7th floor Hannibal House,  

Elephant and Castle Shopping Complex,  

London SE1 6ET.  

Tel: 00 44 (0) 207 358 6976.  

Fax : 00 44 (0) 207 703 5292. 
enquiries@itcrcollege.co.uk,  

sen@itcrcollege.co.uk.  

 

 

 

 

 
 


